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1. 5 Z attached a series of photographs of a party given 
in « ball neer our factory for the Christasea Tree, to 


which all the employees and their fanilies came, These are pictures 
of typical French employees and managenent in a friendly atmosphere, 
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There ara also photographs af the pripagnents - clams, pach etc - 
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Truthfully I have rarely sean a mere cordial atmesphere. Cveryone 
was laughing a1) the time, 


It is probably surprising to see Janta Claus and a Christmas Troe 
on 10 Jan 54. Antually, the personnel wanted the party and the 
distribution of presents to take place afterthe Christmas galety 
and tne New Year, because during that period nuany of then left the 
plant to visit their families, and in any case their children 
recelyed their gifts in their om homes. Therefare, each year, 

we have our party after the holidays. All the preparations for 
the affair were turned over to the employees and the management 
did not interfere in eny way other than to contribute 50 percent 
of the cost, the other 50 percent being furnished by the personnel 
themselves, 


¢ 


Why did we have such a happy and friendly atmosphere in our Plant? 
we had made certain gestures toward the workers at the end of the 
year which were greatly appreciated. Many of them came up to me 
during the party to thank me personally, Naturally, the question 
of raises in salary etill faces us and we are in the middle of 
discussions on the matter, but I think that we will reach an 
agreenent without any real diffievlty. 


I sannat help but wonder though whether the amiles and good hummer 

of the Coamunists at this time are not the result of folloving 

the Moscow line a whether the atmosphere is genuinely relaxed. 
Perhaps this feeling of well being now experienced will disgust 

the French with the idea of participating in the European 4ray. It 
is poseible that everyone will think "why should we put ourselvee 

in a difficult position when actually there is no danger in the air?" 
The winter thus fer has not been too hard and the usage of heat, 
which ie always a burden in the homes of the peor, has not aggravated 
budgets too much, The harvest was excellent end prises have not 
gone up much this winter. The franc is stable and there is 4 
distinct falling off of gold. The poor say "so much the worse for 
those who have it", 


Finally, then, the question faces the Chamber of Deputies whether 
the Commnists have not maneuvered France into such an atmosphere 
of well being that it would appear monstrous to put the country 
into an army which will give the Germans an opportunity again to 
be on a war footing. 


it struck me a year ago that the union leaders have sufficient power 
to turn the country upside down from one day to another. Therefore, 
I feel that the French must not be deluded by the apparent 
relexation of problems, The people who control the levers of conuand 
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